
Dear Students and Parents, 
 
On Tuesday, February 23rd, the High School will be adjusting our daily schedule by increasing the 
number of classes that meet in a day from five to six periods.  This adjustment is being made in an effort 
to maintain our adherence to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education student learning 
time regulations and will result in increased frequency of direct instruction and continuity of learning for 
our students.  
 
Please access our new schedule through this link. 
 
The adjustment to our schedule was initiated by a directive from the School Committee to move to a 
seven-block schedule in order to comply with recently updated DESE learning time requirements. 
Responding to the requirements of the School Committee’s mandate, we explored how we would 
implement this schedule in a manner that best supports the needs of our students.  Through internal 
discussions at the High School and hearing feedback from parents, students and teachers, we created a 
proposal for a six-block schedule that best supports our students’ needs in the following ways:  
 

● Creates a smooth transition to our full in-person schedule, which will be a six-block schedule, 
without creating additional scheduling transitions for our students 

● Increases the continuity of learning from our current schedule and meets DESE synchronous and 
asynchronous time on learning requirements  

● Affords the necessary duration of class time to allow for depth of exploration, inquiry, discussion, 
simulations, and learning which is pedagogically appropriate practice for high school students  

● Allows adequate time for assessments to be effectively administered and designed for high 
school level curricula as well as accommodating for students requiring extended time  

● Provides depth and repetition of skill practice with the opportunity for regular observation and 
feedback  

 
The statement shared by Superintendent Keegan at the February 1st School Committee meeting 
regarding the process that has led to the request of this proposed change can be viewed at this link. 
Additionally, the presentation by the Director of Teaching, Learning & Technology, Diane Provenzano 
regarding the compliance issues of our current 5-block schedule can be viewed here.  My presentation to 
the School Committee proposing a six-block schedule is also available via this link for your reference.  
 
Moving forward, it's my hope and expectation that the six-block schedule will best support our students 
and enhance their overall learning experience.  Teachers will continue to assess and respond to 
students’ needs as we seek balance and adjust to this new schedule.  Students and families are 
encouraged to remain in direct communication with teachers with questions or individual concerns, and 
to reach out to our counselors when in need of academic or social/emotional support.  
 
Thank you once again for your patience and flexibility as we continue to make necessary adjustments to 
meet our students’ needs. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
 
Marc F. Bender  
Principal  
Norwell High School  
 
 

https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/45/HS%206-Block%20Schedule%20w_%20Rotation.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/domain/3/family%20communication/High%20School%20Schedule%20Statement.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/45/The%20Effects%20of%20a%20Schedule%20Structure%20on%20Student%20Learning%20Time%20in%20a%20Hybrid%20Model.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/45/NHS%20-%20Six%20Block%20Schedule%20School%20Committee%20Presentation%20.pdf

